
Every old house has a story to tell.   
By Aaron Klimek

This article provides Internet links and direction on where to get the history of your home.  You can find old photos, maps 
and lists of who has lived in your home.  This is not meant to be an exhaustive list but these repositories should give you a 
wealth of information on your home.

Since I have been through this process and have many of the photos I have 
either downloaded or scanned, I will use our home on Linden as an example 
of how to find information.  

Sarah and I live at 1580 Linden between Rozelle and Willett.  We purchased 
the home in 1996 and love living on Linden Ave…our neighbors are the best!

 

Street Numbering System
While many of you may take your home’s street address for granted and look at it as a way to let Lyft know where to pick 
you up…it is actually much more.  MLGW assigns new street addresses today and there is actually a method to the madness 
of how the city is laid out.  I found this information on a 1921 map I found in the Memphis and Shelby County Room. 
Materials in this department include books, microfilm publications, audio cassettes, videocassettes, and DVDs, all of which 
are located on the fourth floor of the Central Library at 3030 Poplar Avenue. 

“To find the distance from the division line to the number desired, 
multiply the house number by ten which will give you the number of feet 
away from the baseline.”

I have tested this in Google Earth using the ruler and it is pretty much 
dead on 15,800 feet from our house to Florida.  Helpful also in thinking 
about how far your home might be from someone else’s.  My good friend 
lives at 3603 and he is roughly 3.8 miles east of us…kinda cool.

That number will also help you when you start looking up the history of 
your home and the best repository available online is the Shelby County 
Registers office. http://register.shelby.tn.us/

 
Shelby County Registers Website
On the right hand side of the site, you can enter your address 
under the GIS address search. This will give you an aerial shot of 
your property and home (not exact so don’t get upset if you see 
the neighbor’s driveway is on your property).  This also will give 
you a bunch of key information.
  

http://register.shelby.tn.us/


On the left hand side of the next screen, you will see the details of your 
property including the year built, subdivision, zoning, latitude and 
longitude, dimensions of your lot, links to sales information, and a link to 
the original plat book image. 

Clicking on the Plat BK & PG you will be taken to the download page for 
the image. This will show the original layout of your section of Central 
Gardens.  Also, you may find some pertinent information regarding who 
owned the property when it was subdivided. (image right)

Back on the GIS map landing page, you will see a layers tab that when 
clicked and scrolled down you find a variety of older aerial maps of 
Memphis. 
 

Maps
There are many maps available in the Memphis and Shelby County Room. Below are examples of what the area looked like 
at different times in history. Some of the earliest maps show the original Land Grants.  Our house is in the A.B. Carr Tract 
(referenced in many of the deed documents and plat book images) Other maps show earlier views of the city layout.  Notice how 
our neighborhood was one of the last to be subdivided and developed in Central Gardens.
 

 1938 view of Linden image of when our subdivision was created



This map (top right) I found online in a train enthusiast’s collection.  
http://condrenrails.com/MRP/maps/Official-1899-Map.htm

Sanborn Fire Maps (below) are available in hard copy and on microfilm at 
Memphis and Shelby County Room.  These maps were drawn with great 
detail of the buildings on each property.

 

You can see the porch, laundry room and two car garage (was turned into an 
apartment after WWII and then demolished in the 80’s).

Here is a view from the Register’s office historical 
aerial showing the apartment.
 

Homeowners
At this point I know much about the land, subdivision and building…but what about the people who lived in our house.  
For this I return to the City Directory on the Register’s site (center section of home page). I selected one a few years after my 
home was built to start.
 
As you can see…not too many people were listed yet in the “new” Charlemont Park Subdivision east of Willett.  Only four 
families and no 1580 is listed.
 
Moving forward one year at time I find the first family in the 1922 edition, L. Schlesinger.
 

Now I can start my deed search (left side of Register home page) to move forward and backward in time if desired.  After 
trying all the variations of L Schlesinger, I found out the correct first name is Ludwig. 

http://condrenrails.com/MRP/maps/Official-1899-Map.htm


Finding this document shows the property moved from the Schlesingers to the Hazens.  Using both the directory and the 
deed search you can start putting the time line together.  

Here is another transaction from the 40’s.
 

The team at the Registers office by Shelby Farms is extremely helpful and can pull up images that may seem poor online to 
provide you with a better quality view.

I hope you find these resources as fun and helpful as we did and I wish you the best of luck in finding all the history 
about your house, property and subdivision.




